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Niagara  Falls 


NO  gem  of  natural  beauty  with  which  the  New  World  may  delight  the  eye  of  man  is  equal  in  grandeur 
and  sublimity  to  the  mighty  spectacle  of  the  Falls  of  Niagara. 
From  the  far  off  day  when  Father  Hennepin,  the  French  explorer,  first  gazed  with  awed  amazement 
upon  the  mighty  expanse  of  tumbling  foam,  to  the  present  time,  all  who  have  viewed  their  beauty  have  gone 
away  carrying  in  their  hearts  an  indelible  memory  of  the  splendor  of  the  spectacle.  Artists  and  authors 
have  vied  in  their  effort  adequately  to  depict  the  magnificence  and  immensity  of  the  sight,  and  the  almost 
reverential  awe  inspired  by  it. 

For  centuries  before  the  com'ing  of  the  white  man  the  Niagara  Indians  held  in  great  respect  the  Spirit 
of  the  Falls,  and  many  legends  are  still  told  of  their  sacrifices  to  the  great  river.  Nor  has  the  white  man 
failed  to  catch  this  sense  of  solemnity  and  elevation.  Dickens  wrote,  "It  was  not  until  I  came  on  Table 
Rock  and  looked — Great  Heavens:  on  what  a  fall  of  bright  green  water — that  it  came  upon  me  in  full  might 
and  majesty.  Then,  when  I  felt  how  near  to  my  Creator  I  was  standing,  the  first  effect,  and  the  enduring 
one — instant  and  lasting — of  the  tremendous  spectacle,  was  Peace." 


ROCK  OF  AGES,  AMERICAN  FALLS —  The  Ameriran   Falls  are.   properly  speaking,  two   distin 
Falls,  llie  Irs.siT  Ix-iiiR  known  as  Luna  Falls,  wliicli  divides   Luna   Island   from   Coat   Island,  and   behind   which 
the  oelebtated  liavo  of  the  Winds.     At  the  left  of  the  Falls  is  a  huge  rock,  known  as  the  "Rock  of  Ages". 


BRINK  OF  AMERICAN  FALLS-lhe    American   Falls  are   properly   speaking   two   distinct   Falls  the 

c'rof'Z  WinT  't""'  ^'  '''  ^^"^'  '^"'"^"t  ^7^  '^'f"^  f™-"  ^"^^  I^'^"d,  and  behind%vhich  is  the  celebra  ed 
Lave  ot  the  Winds  The  view  here  given  is  taken  from  the  east  side  of  the  Falls  at  the  base  of  the  precipice  above 
which  IS  Prospect  Park.    The  American  Falls  are  167  feet  in  height  and  the  width  is  1100  feet. 
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GENERAL  VIEW  OF  FALLS  Niagara  Fa"»  '»  between  Ijkes  Erie  and  Ontario,  distant  about 
twenty  miles  from  Buffalo.  Niagara  River  has  a  total  fall  of  three  hundred  and  thirty  feet,  in  the  thirty-six  miles 
of  its  course  as  follows:  The  smaller  Rapids  above  the  Falls,  fifteen  feet:  the  principal  waterfall,  one  hundred  and 
sixty  feel:  The  large  Rapids  below  fifty-five  feet,  and  from  the  Falls  to  Lewislon,  through  the  gorge,  one  hundred 
feet! 
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AMERICAN  FALLS  FROM  LUNA  ISLAND  AND  STEEL  ARCH  BRI DGE—  American 

Falls  properly  ruiiiprlses  Iwn  preripilaliiig  flowls.  fur  the  stream  as  il  approaches  llie  fearful  brink,  is  divided  by 
Luna  Island  and  goes  tumbling  with  increased  velocity  over  the  ledge  at  Centre  Fall,  on  one  side,  and  American 
Fall  on  the  other.  At  the  point  shown,  the  sheer  descent  is  one  hundred  and  fifty-nine  feet,  and  the  width  is  eleven 
hundred  feet.  The  amount  of  water  thus  precipitated  is  computed  to  be  two  million  five  hundred  thousand  gallons 
per  second. 
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VIEW  OF  AMERICAN  FALLS  FROM  CANADA— Niagara  FalU  at  one  lime  presented  the  spec- 
laile  of  one  solid  wall  of  water  emptying  the  entire  river,  but  centuries  of  erosion  have  diverted  the  flow  until  now, 
and  for  many  years  l>eyond  the  memory  of  man,  the  cataract  is  divided  into  what  are  known  as  Horse  Shoe  Fall 
and  American  Kail.  It  has  fallen  to  a  lot  of  the  United  States  (because  of  the  deeper  channel  that  forms  the  boun- 
dary line  In-lween  this  country  and  Canada)  to  acquire  a  great  share  of  Falls  as  well  also,  quite  three-fourths  of 
the  island  in  the  Niagara  River. 


THE  WHIRLPOOL  NIAGAEA  RIVER  FROM  CANADIAN  SIDE—  The  Whirlpool  is  a  nat- 
ural result  of  tlie  mighty  body  of  water  rushing  into  a  co  nfined  space  seeking  an  outlet.  Bodies,  driftwood,  every- 
thing in  fact  that  goes  over  the  Falls  must  eventually  fin  d  its  way  to  the  Whirlpool,  where  after  circling  for  days, 
perhaps,  it  is  either  thrown  out  upon  the  bank  or  is  carri  ed  by  the  outlet  on  down  to  where  the  river  empties  into 
Lake  Ontario. 
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WHIRLPOOL  RAPIDS —  The  Whirlpool  Rapids  occur  three  miles  below  the  Falls  and  just  immediately 
below  the  Single  Arch  Street  Bridge  of  the  Grand  Trunk  Railway  System.  The  tremendous  current  of  the  Niagara 
River  is  here  contracted  into  a  narrow  passage  between  the  cliffs  and  the  downward  grade  of  the  river  extremely 
abrupt. 
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IeW     of     NIAGARA     FALLS 


Horseshoe  Falls 


VICTORIA     I'AKK 


HORSE  SHOE  FALLS— I  he  view  here  (jiven  of  the  HorseShoe  Falls  is  taken  from  the  spot  where  for- 
merly sinoil  Talile  Rook,  and  shows  the  foaming  torrent  desrending  160  feet  in  depth  upon  the  moraine  of  rocks 
iKMieatli. 
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HORS£SHO£  FALL — Whilo  it  is  called  Horseslior.  the  curve  has  little  resemblance  to  a  Horseshoe:  it 
is  more  llic  shape  of  an  inverted  "A".  A  magnificent  rainlxiw  is  almost  constantly  playinf!  across  the  face  of  the 
F'ail,  occasionally  widening  so  that  the  whole  sweep  of  its  prismatic  lieauty  covers  the  Fall  like  a  projecting  arch 
of  glory.  Looking  upward  at  the  massive,  frowning  clilT  with  the  spray  wetting  our  faces,  the  roar  of  the  cataract  is 
so  great  thai  it  prevents  communication  save  by  signal  and  pantomime.  The  estimated  depth  of  the  water  where  it 
plunges  over  the  precipice  of  the  Horseshoe  Fall  is  20  feel. 
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AERO    CABLE    OVER   WHIRLPOOL   RAPIDS 
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UPPER  RAPIDS  AND  HORSESHOE  FALL—  The  FalU  of  Niagara  may  be  viewed  from  a  hun- 
dred ditlcrent  positions  and  yi-l  raoii  one  will  show  some  point  of  advantage,  for  the  cataract  and  Rapids  are  so 
immense  that  they  may  not  be  comprehended  in  an  hour's  8tu<ly,  nor  by  a  hasty  view.  The  camera  has  caught  in 
this  picture  an  expanse  of  perspective  that  extends  far  beyond  what  are  known  as  the  Upper  Rapids,  and  on  the 
right   shows  how   the   waters  afe   drawn   to   the  crotch   to   make  their  plunge  in  greatest  volume. 


HORSKSHOE    FALL    IN    WINTER    And   now  across   the   Ice  Bridge  the  tourist  takes  his   way 
to  the   Canadian  side.      Standing   in   the  shelter  of  the  over-  hanging   precipice  decorated  with   icicle 
and  organ-pipe  in   clearest  crystal,  he  looks  across  at  the  majestic  plunge  of  the  Can  adian  Fall  as  it 
rushes  over  the  ice-bordered  brink   into  the  unknown  depths  beneath.     It  is  a  repetition  of  the  story   in 
black  and   white:  the  culmination  of  artistic  beauty:   the  work  of  a   world   builder. 


A    WINTER   SCENE   IN    PROSPECT    PARK    Niagara    has    its   largest   patronage  during 
the   summer,    for   the   convenience   and   comforts   of  travel   are  greatest   at  that  season,    but    the 
Falls    and    their    surroundings    are    equally    attractive    when   they    are   under   the   spell   of   severe    frigidity. 
The  Park    is   especially   wonderful    to   se?,    when    it    is    coated    with    heavy   ice.     The  most  beautiful  and 
fantastic  formations  of  nature  sculpturing  and  crowning  are  to  be  seen  during  winter  time. 
A   spray    rises   continually    from   the   Falls,    that   settles    on    the  adjacent  trees,   where   winter  speedily 
chills    it  into  crystal   forms  as  various  in  shape  aa  they  are  exquisite  in  appearance. 


[. 


ICE  MOUNTAIN  AT  FOOT  OF  AMERICAN  FALLS— The  ice  formation  presented  in  the  above 
is  rcpriMluifil  lii-rc  l>ciansr  i)f  its  unusual  character.  It  is  rare,  even  in  the  history  of  Niagara,  that  such  a  for- 
Miatioii  can  Ih-  found.  In  the  above  the  visitor  in  imagination  can  wander  throUKh  the  isles  and  transepts  of  a  great 
cathedral  who.se  music  is  the  anthem  of  the  waters  and  whose  organ  peal  the  unending  thunder  of  the  cataract. 
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"^^      BROCK*S    MONITMENT,   QUKENSTOW'N    HEIGHTS.  ONT. 

ThU    niaiiniflrent    tTH^numfnt    has   \>v*n   ertvteti    to    the   mi-mory   of   the   Itritish  Generml 
Sir    Isaac    Hrock.    who.   on    October  \1.    ISI-J.    at    the   head  of    l.OdO    men.    defended   Queenstown, 
Ontario.  axuinAt  the  attack  uf  .'..'iOO   Americans  under  Oneral   Win-  tUOd  Scott,  and  was 
killtnl  in   lh«  engagement. 


no  AT  LAXDINC.  AT  LEWISTON,  NT.     i^wuton  i.  .  viiu««.  io<-.t«i  on 

the   NiaK«ra    Kivrr,    bri  ow     thr     Ciorve     and     Whirlpool     Rapida,    opposite     QueeiutaWD 
IIi'iKhtH.     It  w  lh«>  landinfc  place  of  the  steameri,  that  ply  daily  b«twe«n  Topooto, 
UuevnitowD  and  Niacara  Falla,  during  the  aummer  munthii. 
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